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Job 30:26, “But when I hoped for good, evil came, and
when I waited for light, darkness came.”
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The question as to why a good, all-powerful, loving God allows evil and
suffering in the world is one of the most pressing of our time. The questions of
why innocent people suffer and why there seems to be such an overwhelming
presence of evil in our world are pondered more than questions of miracles or
science and the Bible. If there is a God, why does evil and suffering exist? Why
isn’t God doing something about it? Sometimes the problem of evil and
suffering are put to the Christian in the form of a complex question, “If God is
good, then He must not be powerful enough to deal with all the evil and
suffering in the world since it is still going on. If He is powerful enough to stop
wrongdoing, then He must be an evil God since He’s not doing anything about it
even though he has the capability. Is He an evil God or a God that’s not all that
powerful?” Our study this week will address these questions and point us to the
truths that are reflected in God’s Word concerning these issues. Scripture clearly
reveals that God has nothing to do directly with evil and suffering. Scripture
never blames God for evil or shows God as taking pleasure in evil or suffering.
However, it does reveal that God allows evil and suffering to occur in certain
instances to accomplish His sovereign plans and purposes. God’s Word makes it
very clear that He did not create the world in the state in which it is now, but evil
and suffering came as a result of the selfishness of man. Because of His great
love and grace, He provided a way to overcome this dilemma through the
sacrificial death of His Son, Jesus Christ. Perhaps the greatest test of faith for the
Christian today is to believe that God is good and loving. God never asks us to
understand or comprehend the situations and circumstances of this life. Instead
He asks us to trust Him with all of our hearts and rely on His strength and
goodness even when we don’t understand why certain things occur in this life.
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1. According to these verses, why do evil and suffering exist in our world
(Genesis 3:6-7; Romans 5:12-14, 8:19-22)?

2. If God created everything in this world, is He to be blamed for all the evil
and suffering that exists? What do the following passages tell us about
this issue of blaming God for evil and suffering (Job 1:21; Matthew 18:7,
26:24; James 1:13-14)?

3. What do the following verses reveal to you about how God uses evil and
suffering (Genesis 50:20; Proverbs 16:4; Isaiah 46:8-11; Lamentations 3:37-
39; John 9:1-3; Romans 9:14-24)?

4. What would be the logical conclusion if God were to completely stamp
out all evil that exists in the world (Romans 3:23; Galatians 6:7)?



5. According to these verses, what is the hope we have regarding the evil
and suffering in this world (Psalm 103:10-13; Romans 8:28, 31-32; 1 Peter
5:10; 2 Peter 3:9)? What insights do these verses give you regarding God’s
character?
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1. Has God ever used pain or suffering in your life to get your attention?
Describe the circumstances and what He was attempting to get across to
you? How are you different today as a result of this difficulty or challenge
in your life? Did this experience bring you closer to God or alienate you
from Him?

2. If you were given the power to remove evil and suffering from the world,
where would you draw the line — murder, child abuse, theft, lies, slander,
evil thoughts? How would people develop character in this new world
you have created? At what point are people turned into robots or puppets
and cannot truly express love? Would they be motivated to seek God in
the midst of this pleasurable existence?

3. If there were no sin (wrongdoing) in the world, do you think there would
be suffering and evil? Why or why not?



4. If Christ were standing beside you right now, what would you tell Him
about the evil, suffering and injustice you see all around you? What
questions might you ask?

5. The question of why God allows suffering and evil goes beyond why we
believe in God to what we believe about Him. How does the answer to
this question affect our lives as Christians?
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Job was a man who endured the touch of evil, great suffering and tremendous
pain in his life. Read Job 1, 13:15, 19:25, 42:1-6. What can we learn from Job
concerning how the Lord desires us to respond to evil and suffering in our lives?
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You may be going through a time of suffering and pain in your life right now.
Share this with your small group and let them be God’s instrument of comfort
and encouragement. If there is someone you know who is struggling in this area,
commit to reach out to them and show them the love and grace of Jesus Christ.
Let God use you to meet needs, show His love and be His vessel of
encouragement for this person who is suffering or in pain.
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CONNECT ..o, 25 MINUTES
Time of Fellowship
Opening Prayer
Icebreaker Questions:
1. What is one question you would like to ask God someday? Why?
2. What is your favorite time of year and why?
MEMORY VERSE (Memorize and say aloud in your group) ......... 5 MINUTES

Job!30:26,'” But'when'I'hoped'for'good, levillcame,'and'when'I'waitedfor!light,!!
darkness!came.”

DISCUSSION QUESTONS ....cooiiiiiiiie e, 35 MINUTES
PRAYER AND PERSONAL SHARING .....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiens 30 MINUTES

1. Praise the Lord and thank Him for the wonderful Easter service he
blessed us with last week at the Bright House Amphitheater. Pray that
the Lord will use the worship and clear presentation of the gospel in
the lives of those who were in attendance that do not know Him. Pray
the Lord would draw them to Him and they would commit their lives
to Christ as Lord and Savior.

2. Pray for those who may be going through a time of suffering or pain in
your small group right now. Pray for others who you have identified

in your life that need you to be an instrument of God’s love and grace.

3. Pray for the personal needs of one another in your small group.



